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FINAL REPORT SUBMISSION LETTER 

 
January 31, 2015 
 
Jane Graham  
Executive Director 
Ontario Commercial Fisheries‟ Association  
45 James Street  
PO Box 212  
Blenheim, Ontario 
N0P 1A0 
 
Dear Jane,  
 
Re: Economic Impact Analysis of Ontario’s Commercial Fishing and Fish Processing Industries.  

 
MNP LLP (MNP) is pleased to provide the Ontario Commercial Fisheries‟ Association (OCFA) with our 
Final Report on the above project.  
 
The report contains an analysis of Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish processing 
industries, along with their economic contributions. The report includes: 
 

 An overview of Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish processing industries. 

 Economic impacts and social contributions of Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and 
fish processing industries 

 Appendices, including data sources for the study, a glossary of economic terms and an overview 
of MNP‟s economic impact approach and assumptions. 

Should you require any further information, please call me at 604.637.1567 or email me at 
andrew.raphael@mnp.ca. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew J. Raphael,  

MNP Partner, Food and Ag Processing   

CC:  

Maria Gonzalez 
Jessica Courtney 
Ezio DiEmanuele 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Ontario Commercial Fisheries‟ Association (OCFA) commissioned MNP LLP (MNP) to carry out an 
economic impact analysis of Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish processing industries.  

In preparing this report, MNP carried out the following activities: 

 Conducted secondary research through publicly available statistics, articles and reports. 

 Gathered industry data and statistics from sources such as the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry (MNRF), Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), Industry Canada and Statistics 
Canada.  

 Conducted an online survey of OCFA members to gather financial and operational information 
required for this study. 

 Conducted telephone interviews with industry and government representatives to gather information 
about other social and community benefits associated with Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial 
fishing and fish processing industries. 

 Developed an economic impact model to estimate the economic impacts generated by Ontario‟s and 
Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish processing industries. 

INDUSTRY PROFILE 

COMMERCIAL FISHING INDUSTRY OVERVIEW 

The commercial fishing industry refers to a group of establishments and individual enterprises that are 
licensed to catch fish for the purpose of resale, not for individual consumption. In Ontario, annual 
commercial fishing licences and quotas are issued by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry. Currently, there are approximately 600 commercial fishing licenses renewed in the province 
annually, of which 513 are on the Great Lakes

1
. Since 1983, there have been no new commercial fishing 

licences or quota holders established in the province
2
.  

The following are a number of key statistics related to Ontario‟s commercial fishing industry: 

 Ontario‟s commercial landings were valued at $32.3 million in 2013 and represent approximately 53 
percent of Canada‟s total freshwater catch.

3
 

 Over 80 percent of commercial fishing in Ontario occurs in Lake Erie (the warmest and most 
productive of the Great Lakes).

4
 

 Perch, yellow pickerel and whitefish account for the majority of harvested land values representing 84 
percent of commercial landings in 2013.

5
 

FISH PROCESSING INDUSTRY OVERVIEW 

The fish processing industry refers to a group of establishments primarily involved in the purchase of fish 
from the commercial fishing industry to produce value-added products for resale. Products of the fish 
processing industry mainly include fresh and frozen fish products, which are sold through on-site retail 

 
                                            
1
 2010/11 Annual Report to the Legislature from the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario. Retrieved from: 

http://www.ecoissues.ca/index.php/Ontario's_Commercial_Fisheries_Policies 
2
 Ibid. 

3
 2013 Freshwater Fisheries – Catches and Landed Values by Species, by Province/Territory (Preliminary). DFO. 

Retrieved from: http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/commercial/land-debarq/freshwater-eaudouce/2013-eng.htm 
4
 2013 Harvest Statistics for the Province of Ontario. Ontario Commercial Fisheries Association. 

5
 2013 Freshwater Fisheries – Catches and Landed Values by Species, by Province/Territory (Preliminary). DFO. 

Retrieved from: http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/commercial/land-debarq/freshwater-eaudouce/2013-eng.htm 

http://www.ecoissues.ca/index.php/Ontario's_Commercial_Fisheries_Policies
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outlets, wholesalers, distributors, retail outlets, grocery chains and restaurants. Of the total commercial 
fishing licences for Lake Erie, 53 percent are currently held by large and small fish processors. 

The following are a number of key statistics related to Ontario‟s fish processing industry: 

 Ontario‟s fish processing industry generates $137.2 million in annual revenues.
6
 Ontario‟s fish 

processing industry accounts for 47 percent of Ontario‟s total seafood product preparation and 
packaging manufacturing revenues of $294.5 (in 2012).

7
  

 Approximately 63 percent of Ontario‟s fish processors‟ total sales is exported.
8
 

ECONOMIC IMPACTS 

To estimate the economic impacts generated by Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish 
processing industries, MNP followed an input-output methodology using economic multipliers published 
by Statistics Canada. Input-output modeling is a widely-used and widely-accepted economic impact 
approach, making it recognizable by many different stakeholders and audiences. Please note that the 
economic impacts presented in this report reflect only those associated with the catching and processing 
of locally sourced fish (i.e. within Ontario). 

Please see Appendix B and C for an overview of our analysis methodology, assumptions and 
relevant definitions.  

ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF ONTARIO’S COMMERCIAL FISHING AND FISH PROCESSING 
INDUSTRIES 

Economic impacts of the commercial fishing and fish processing industries arise from direct expenditures 
on goods and services (e.g. equipment purchases, operating supplies, transportation expenses, etc.), the 
employment of support staff and the generation of tax revenues for local, provincial and federal 
governments. Indirect and induced impacts arise from the linkages that exist with suppliers and other 
industries.  

Based on MNP‟s economic impact model, our findings for the economic impact of Ontario‟s commercial 
fishing and fishing processing industries are as follows: 

 
Output 

 
GDP 

 
Employment 

(FTEs) 
Federal 
Taxes 

Provincial 
Taxes 

Municipal 
Taxes 

Ontario’s Commercial Fishing Industry 

Direct $32,272,236 $18,653,878 727 $2,443,853 $1,099,264 $402,701 

Indirect & 
Induced 

$30,488,849 $16,727,912 167 $1,690,908 $1,189,382 $928,119 

Total $62,761,085 $35,381,790 894 $4,134,761 $2,288,646 $1,330,820 

Ontario’s Fish Processing Industry 

Direct $137,289,667 $47,629,948 414 $4,941,285 $2,638,393 $300,857 

Indirect & 
Induced 

$105,036,737 $48,813,332 552 $4,997,861 $3,327,445 $2,164,111 

Total $242,326,404 $96,443,280 966 $9,939,146 $5,965,838 $2,464,968 

 

 
                                            
6
 MNP estimated Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish processing industry‟s revenues using data from MNP‟s survey of 

OCFA members and Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish landing values. MNP‟s extrapolation process and related 
assumptions can be found in Appendix C of this report. 
7
 Statistics Canada. Table 301-0006 - Principal statistics for manufacturing industries, by North American Industry 

Classification System (NAICS), 2012. 
8
 MNP‟s survey of OCFA members. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF LAKE ERIE’S COMMERCIAL FISHING AND FISH PROCESSING 
INDUSTRIES 

Based on MNP‟s economic impact model, our findings for the economic impact of Lake Erie‟s commercial 
fishing and fishing processing industries are as follows: 

 
Output 

 
GDP 

 
Employment 

(FTEs) 
Federal 
Taxes 

Provincial 
Taxes 

Municipal 
Taxes 

Lake Erie’s Commercial Fishing Industry 

Direct $25,791,638 $14,907,987 581 $1,953,102 $878,520 $321,835 

Indirect & 
Induced 

$24,366,374 $13,368,774 134 $1,351,357 $950,542 $741,743 

Total $50,158,012 $28,276,761 715 $3,304,459 $1,829,062 $1,063,578 

Lake Erie’s Fish Processing Industry 

Direct $110,110,821 $38,200,782 332 $3,963,073 $2,116,078 $241,297 

Indirect & 
Induced 

$84,242,912 $39,149,895 443 $4,008,449 $2,668,720 $1,735,688 

Total $194,353,733 $77,350,677 775 $7,971,522 $4,784,798 $1,976,985 

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

Based on MNP‟s secondary research and interviews with key informants, the social and community 
benefits that arise from the commercial fishing and fish processing industries‟ activities in Ontario include: 

 Support of local companies and industries.  

 Support of local, sustainable fish production. 

 Support of local developments and infrastructure.  

 Support of social contributions and community involvement.   

For a detailed discussion of the social and community benefits that arise from the commercial fishing and 
fish processing industries‟ activities in Ontario, please refer to Section 5 of the report.   
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2. INTRODUCTION 
2.1 BACKGROUND AND STUDY PURPOSE 

The Ontario Commercial Fisheries‟ Association (OCFA) commissioned MNP LLP (MNP) to carry out an 
economic impact analysis of Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish processing industries.  

The scope of the study includes: 

 A high level overview of Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish processing 
industries. 

 An analysis of the economic impacts of the Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish 
processing industries to the provincial economy. The analysis quantified output, GDP, tax 
revenues and employment. 

 A description of how the industries contribute to the development of communities in which 
commercial fishermen and fish processors operate. 

2.2 MNP APPROACH 

In preparing this report, MNP carried out the following activities: 

 Conducted secondary research through publicly available statistics, articles and reports. 

 Gathered industry data and statistics from sources such as the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), Industry Canada 
and Statistics Canada.  

 Conducted an online survey of OCFA members to gather financial and operational information 
required for this study. 

 Conducted telephone interviews with industry and government representatives to gather 
information about other social and community benefits associated with Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s 
commercial fishing and fish processing industries. 

 Developed an economic impact model to estimate the economic impacts generated by Ontario‟s 
and Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fish processing industries. 

2.3 REPORT LIMITATIONS 

The report is provided for information purposes and is intended for general guidance only. It should not be 
regarded as comprehensive or a substitute for personalized, professional advice.   

We have relied on the best information available from OCFA members and public sources. The accuracy 
and reliability of the findings and opinions expressed in the presentation are conditional upon the 
completeness, accuracy and fair presentation of the information underlying them. As a result, we caution 
readers not to rely upon any findings or opinions expressed as accurate or complete and disclaim any 
liability to any party who relies upon them as such. 

Additionally, the findings and opinions expressed in the presentation constitute judgments as of the date 
of the presentation, and are subject to change without notice. MNP is under no obligation to advise of any 
change brought to its attention which would alter those findings or opinions. 
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3. OVERVIEW OF ONTARIO’S AND 
LAKE ERIE’S COMMERCIAL 
FISHING AND FISH 
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES 

3.1 OVERVIEW OF ONTARIO’S AND LAKE ERIE’S COMMERCIAL 
FISHING INDUSTRY  

COMMERCIAL FISHING INDUSTRY OVERVIEW 

The commercial fishing industry refers to a group of establishments and individual enterprises that are 
licensed to catch fish for the purpose of resale, not for individual consumption. In Ontario, annual 
commercial fishing licences and quotas are issued by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry (MNRF). Currently, there are approximately 600 commercial fishing licenses renewed in the 
province annually, of which 513 are on the Great Lakes

9
. 

Since 1983, there have been no new commercial fishing 
licences or quota holders established in the province

10
. 

In Ontario, quotas are established for fish species designated 
by the MNRF to require “special harvest limits to ensure the 
long-time viability of the population”

11
. Licence holders are 

allocated a share of the annual allocated commercial catch 
through individual transferable quotas (ITQ), which allow 
them to transfer some or all of their allowable catch to other 
licence holders

12
. This system helps to regulate the total size 

and quantity of fish harvested in a given year and also serves 
to create a market for the quota.  

Figure 1 displays the share of Lake Erie commercial fishing 
licences currently held by fishermen, small processors and 
large processors. Fishers represent almost half (43 percent) 
of licences for Lake Erie.  

Note that in addition to commercial fishery, quotas are also allocated to resource conservation, Aboriginal 
food and ceremonial fishery, angling (or recreational) fishery and other stakeholders

13
. 

NUMBER AND SIZE OF ESTABLISHMENTS 

According to Statistics Canada‟s business registry, there are an estimated 78 freshwater fishing 
establishments operating in Ontario, largely comprised of owner-operated businesses or businesses with 
a relatively small number of staff.  

 
                                            
9
 2010/11 Annual Report to the Legislature from the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario. Retrieved from: 

http://www.ecoissues.ca/index.php/Ontario's_Commercial_Fisheries_Policies 
10

 Ibid. 
11

 Ontario Commercial Fisheries Association website. Retrieved from: http://www.ocfa.ca/fisheries-industry/quotas  
12

 Ibid. 
13

 Ibid. 

Figure 1: Share of Lake Erie 
Commercial Fishing Licenses 

http://www.ecoissues.ca/index.php/Ontario's_Commercial_Fisheries_Policies
http://www.ocfa.ca/fisheries-industry/quotas
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As indicated in Table 1, the largest number of business locations (46 percent) reported no employees; 
however these businesses may have a workforce consisting of contracted workers, family members or 
business owners. On the other hand, 52 percent of business locations reported one to 49 employees, and 
only one business reported 50 or above employees.  

Table 1: Establishment Counts by Employment 

Employment Size Number of Establishments 

No employees
14

 36 

1 to 4 employees 18 

5 to 49 employees 23 

50 to 99 employees  1 

100 to 499 employees 0 

500 plus employees  0 

Total 78 

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 551-0006: Canadian business patterns, location counts, employment size and North 
American Industry Classification System (NAICS), June 2014. 

KEY INDUSTRY STATISTICS 

The following are a number of key statistics 
related to Ontario‟s commercial fishing 
industry: 

 Ontario‟s commercial landings were 
valued at $32.3 million in 2013 and 
represent approximately 53 percent of 
Canada‟s total freshwater catch.

15
 

 Over 80 percent of commercial fishing in 
Ontario occurs in Lake Erie (the 
warmest and most productive of the 
Great Lakes).

16
 

 Perch, yellow pickerel and whitefish 
account for the majority of harvested 
land values representing 84 percent of 
commercial landings in 2013.

17
 

  

 
                                            
14

 The establishments in this category do not maintain an employee payroll, but may have a workforce which consists 
of contracted workers, family members or business owners. However, the Business Register does not have this 
information available.  
15

 2013 Freshwater Fisheries – Catches and Landed Values by Species, by Province/Territory (Preliminary). DFO. 
Retrieved from: http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/commercial/land-debarq/freshwater-eaudouce/2013-eng.htm 
16

 2013 Harvest Statistics for the Province of Ontario. Ontario Commercial Fisheries Association. 
17

 2013 Freshwater Fisheries – Catches and Landed Values by Species, by Province/Territory (Preliminary). DFO. 
Retrieved from: http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/commercial/land-debarq/freshwater-eaudouce/2013-eng.htm 

Figure 2: Commercial Fishing by Lake 
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Figure 3 presents landed commercial fishing values in Ontario from 2004 to 2013. While landed values 
dropped significantly in 2007 and 2008, the industry has since seen a recovery with 2012 landed values 
exceeding pre-recession levels.   

Figure 3: Landed Commercial Values in Ontario, 2004 to 2013
18

 

 

3.2 OVERVIEW OF ONTARIO’S AND LAKE ERIE’S FISH PROCESSING 
INDUSTRY  

FISH PROCESSING INDUSTRY OVERVIEW 

The fish processing industry refers to a group of establishments primarily involved in the purchase of fish 
from the commercial fishing industry to produce value-added products for resale. Products of the fish 
processing industry may include canned goods, soups and fresh and frozen fish products, which are in 
turn sold through on-site retailers, wholesalers, distributors, retail outlets, grocery chains and restaurants. 
Of the total commercial fishing licences for Lake Erie, 53 percent are currently held by large and small fish 
processors. 

NUMBER AND SIZE OF ESTABLISHMENTS 

There are currently 16 fish processors located in various regions throughout Ontario. These processors 
are mainly involved in the sale of round, dressed and filleted fresh and frozen fish, and currently export to 
markets in the U.S. and overseas. 

While Statistics Canada does not publish industry statistics at this industry level, information can be 
presented on the “seafood product preparation and packaging” industry, which includes, in addition to 
fish, the processing of shellfish and other types of seafood. 

According to Statistics Canada‟s business registry, there are approximately 43 seafood product 
preparation and packing establishments operating in the province of Ontario. As indicated in Table 2, the 
majority of these establishments (70 percent) are small to medium size operations with one to 100 
employees.   
 

 
                                            
18

 Harvest Statistics for the Province of Ontario. Ontario Commercial Fisheries Association website. Retrieved from: 
http://www.ocfa.ca/fisheries-industry/fisheries-statistics 
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Table 2: Establishment Counts by Employment 

Employment Size Number of Establishments 

No employees
19

 13 

1 to 4 employees 7 

5 to 49 employees 19 

50 to 99 employees  4 

100 to 499 employees 0 

500 plus employees  0 

Total 43 

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 551-0006: Canadian business patterns, location counts, employment size 
and North American Industry Classification System (NAICS), June 2014. 

KEY INDUSTRY STATISTICS 

The following are a number of key statistics related to Ontario‟s fish processing industry: 

 Ontario‟s fish processing industry generates $137.2 million in annual revenues.
20

 Ontario‟s fish 
processing industry accounts for 47 percent of Ontario‟s total seafood product preparation and 
packaging manufacturing revenues of $294.5 (in 2012).

 21
  

 Approximately 63 percent of Ontario‟s fish processors‟ total sales is exported.
22

  

Figure 2 presents the total value of the seafood product preparation and packaging industry in Ontario 
between 2004 and 2012. Between 2009 and 2010, there was a large increase in industry revenues, with 
continued growth in the years that followed.  

Figure 2: Ontario Seafood Product Preparation and Packaging Revenues, 2004 to 2012
23

 

 

 
                                            
19

 The establishments in this category do not maintain an employee payroll, but may have a workforce which consists 
of contracted workers, family members or business owners. However, the Business Register does not have this 
information available.  
20

 MNP estimated Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish processing industry‟s revenues using data from MNP‟s survey of 
OCFA members and Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish landing values. MNP‟s extrapolation process and related 
assumptions can be found in Appendix C of this report. 
21

 Statistics Canada. Table 301-0006 - Principal statistics for manufacturing industries, by North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS), 2012. 
22

 MNP‟s survey of OCFA members. 
23

 Statistics Canada. Table 301-0006 - Principal statistics for manufacturing industries, by North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS), 2004- 2012. 
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4. ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 
To estimate the economic impacts generated by the Ontario commercial fishing and fish processing 
industries, MNP followed an input-output methodology using economic multipliers published by Statistics 
Canada. Input-output modeling is a widely-used and widely-accepted economic impact approach, making 
it recognizable by many different stakeholders and audiences. Please note that the economic impacts 
presented in this report reflect only those associated with the catching and processing of locally sourced 
fish (i.e. within Ontario). 

Please see Appendix B and C for an overview of our analysis methodology, assumptions and 
relevant definitions.  

4.1 ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF ONTARIO’S COMMERCIAL FISHING AND 
FISH PROCESSING INDUSTRIES 

Economic impacts of the commercial fishing and fish processing industries arise from direct expenditures 
on goods and services (e.g. equipment purchases, operating supplies, transportation expenses, etc.), the 
employment of support staff and the generation of tax revenues for local, provincial and federal 
governments. Indirect and induced impacts arise from the linkages that exist with suppliers and other 
industries.  

The table below outlines the output values that MNP included as inputs in the input-output model.  

Table 3: Ontario’s Commercial Fishing and Fish Processing Industries’ Output Values 

 
 
 
 
 
The economic impacts of Ontario‟s commercial fishing and fishing processing industries are summarized 
in the tables below. 

Table 4: Economic Impacts of Ontario’s Commercial Fishing Industry  

 Output 
 

GDP 
 

Employment 
(FTEs) 

Federal 
Taxes 

Provincial 
Taxes 

Municipal 
Taxes 

Ontario’s Commercial Fishing Industry 

Direct $32,272,236 $18,653,878 727 $2,443,853 $1,099,264 $402,701 

Indirect & 
Induced 

$30,488,849 $16,727,912 167 $1,690,908 $1,189,382 $928,119 

Total $62,761,085 $35,381,790 894 $4,134,761 $2,288,646 $1,330,820 

 

  

 
                                            
24 

Harvest Statistics for the Province of Ontario. Ontario Commercial Fisheries Association website. Retrieved from: 
http://www.ocfa.ca/fisheries-industry/fisheries-statistics 
25

 MNP estimated Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish processing industry‟s revenues using data from MNP‟s survey of 
OCFA members and Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish landing values. MNP‟s extrapolation process and related 
assumptions can be found in Appendix C of this report. 

Ontario Output Values 

Commercial Fishing Industry  $32,272,236
24

 

Fish Processing Industry  $137,289,667
25

 

http://www.ocfa.ca/fisheries-industry/fisheries-statistics
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Table 5: Economic Impacts of Ontario’s Fish Processing Industry 

 Output 
 

GDP 
 

Employment 
(FTEs) 

Federal 
Taxes 

Provincial 
Taxes 

Municipal 
Taxes 

Ontario’s Fish Processing Industry 

Direct $137,289,667 $47,629,948 414 $4,941,285 $2,638,393 $300,857 

Indirect & 
Induced 

$105,036,737 $48,813,332 552 $4,997,861 $3,327,445 $2,164,111 

Total $242,326,404 $96,443,280 966 $9,939,146 $5,965,838 $2,464,968 

4.2 ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF LAKE ERIE’S COMMERCIAL FISHING 
AND FISH PROCESSING INDUSTRIES 

The table below outlines Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing industry‟s landed values and Lake Erie‟s fish 
processing industry‟s revenues that MNP included in the input-output model. 

Table 6: Lake Erie’s Commercial Fishing and Fish Processing Industries’ Output Values 

 
 
 
 
 
The economic impacts of Lake Erie‟s commercial fishing and fishing processing industries are 
summarized in the tables below. 
 

Table 7: Economic Impacts of Lake Erie’s Commercial Fishing Industry 

 Output 
 

GDP 
 

Employment 
(FTEs) 

Federal 
Taxes 

Provincial 
Taxes 

Municipal 
Taxes 

Lake Erie’s Commercial Fishing Industry 

Direct $25,791,638 $14,907,987 581 $1,953,102 $878,520 $321,835 

Indirect & 
Induced 

$24,366,374 $13,368,774 134 $1,351,357 $950,542 $741,743 

Total $50,158,012 $28,276,761 715 $3,304,459 $1,829,062 $1,063,578 

 

  

 
                                            
26 

Harvest Statistics for Lake Erie. Ontario Commercial Fisheries Association website. Retrieved from: 
http://www.ocfa.ca/fisheries-industry/fisheries-statistics 
27

 MNP estimated Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish processing industry‟s revenues using data from MNP‟s survey of 
OCFA members and Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish landing values. MNP‟s extrapolation process and related 
assumptions can be found in Appendix C of this report. 

Lake Erie Output Values 

Commercial Fishing Industry  $25,791,638
26

 

Fish Processing Industry  $110,110,821
27

 

http://www.ocfa.ca/fisheries-industry/fisheries-statistics
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Table 8: Economic Impacts of Lake Erie’s Fish Processing Industry 

 Output 
 

GDP 
 

Employment 
(FTEs) 

Federal 
Taxes 

Provincial 
Taxes 

Municipal 
Taxes 

Lake Erie’s Fish Processing Industry 

Direct $110,110,821 $38,200,782 332 $3,963,073 $2,116,078 $241,297 

Indirect & 
Induced 

$84,242,912 $39,149,895 443 $4,008,449 $2,668,720 $1,735,688 

Total $194,353,733 $77,350,677 775 $7,971,522 $4,784,798 $1,976,985 
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5. SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY 
BENEFITS 

This section outlines the social and community benefits that arise from the commercial fishing and fish 
processing industries‟ activities in Ontario.

 
To gather the relevant input and data, we reviewed secondary 

research and interviewed three key informants, including one fish processor and two government 
representatives. For more information on the interviews conducted please see Appendix A.  

When representatives in MNP‟s telephone interviews were asked to rate the importance of the 
commercial fishing and fish processing industries for the local economy and community on a scale of 1 to 
5, where 1 is not at all important and 5 is very important, respondents provided an average rating of 4.3. 
According to respondents, the industries contribute to the development of the communities in which 
commercial fishermen and fish processors operate. Key highlights from MNP‟s research findings are 
summarized below.  

Support of Local Companies and Industries 

The commercial fishing and fish processing industries directly support local companies and industries in 
the communities in which they operate. Many of Ontario‟s communities located on the shores of Lake 
Erie, such as Port Dover and Port Stanley, were founded because of commercial fishing activities.  

Today, the towns of Kingsville and Wheatley are home to some of the largest commercial freshwater fish 
processing centres in Canada.

28
 According to MNP‟s interview findings, the commercial fishing and fish 

processing industries in such towns directly support their local communities and businesses. The 
municipality of Chatham-Kent, for example, has the world‟s largest fresh water commercial fishing 
industry that directly and indirectly supports employment in its area.  

Other industries also benefit from the activities associated 
with the commercial fishing and fish processing industries, 
according to MNP‟s interview respondents. Examples of such 
industries included the food industry (i.e. local seafood 
restaurants and, in particular, fish and chips restaurants), the 
trades and construction industry (e.g. boilermakers build and 
repair ships, fishing boats, etc.) and the tourism and 
recreational fishing industries. According to an interview 
respondent, anglers are very prominent in the inner bay of the 
Port Rowan lakeside community on Lake Erie.  

MNP‟s interview findings also suggest that the commercial 
fishing and fish processing industries present opportunities for 
existing businesses to enter or expand into new markets. It 
was suggested that, because Lake Erie offers fish that are 
edible but do not have quotas, there are opportunities for 
businesses to expand their product offerings with fresh or 
frozen fish fillets as well as dehydrated fish. Such products could then be exported to markets such as 
Japan, Taiwan and Indonesia. 

 
                                            
28

 Retrieved from http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/commercial-fishing 

The Chatham-Kent Workforce Planning 
Board aims to identify needs and facilitate 
solutions to attract, train and retain a 
sustainable workforce through community 
partnerships. MNP‟s interview with the 
Chair of this Board suggests that there are 
employment and training opportunities 
generated by the commercial fishing and 
fish processing industries in the Chatham-
Kent municipality. The interviewee also 
suggested that the Board is looking into 
food innovation and research and 
development opportunities in these 
industries.  

Sources: MNP Interview Findings and 
http://ckworkforcedev.com/  

 

http://ckworkforcedev.com/
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Support of Local, Sustainable Fish Production 

Ontario‟s commercial fishing and fish processing industries have, according to 
MNP‟s interview findings, contributed to an increase in retaining local, 
sustainable fish production. One respondent, who owns a fish processing 
organization, indicated that his organization is Ocean Wise certified and is 
committed to providing sustainable, ocean-friendly seafood.

29
  

Another way in which sustainable fish production is supported is through the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission‟s Sea Lamprey Control Program. The 
program aims to prevent the upstream migration and reproduction of sea 
lampreys in the Great Lakes.

30
 According to an interview respondent, these 

parasitic fish not only harm commercial, but also recreational fishing 
operations.  

Other initiatives that sustain local fish production, according to interview 
respondents, include fishing licenses and quotas as well as reusing parts of 
fish to create new products. For example, the use of fish bones for medicinal 
purposes (e.g. vitamins).  

Support of Local Developments and Infrastructure  

A number of local developments and monumental infrastructures honor the 
fishing and fish processing industries in communities across Ontario. In the 
community of Port Dover, for example, the Port Dover Harbour Museum is 
dedicated to the history of the community‟s commercial fishing industry. It 
contains artifacts from Great Lakes shipping and presents exhibits on Lake 
Erie shipwrecks, ship building, Long Point and other aspects of the industry‟s 
history in this community.

31
 Port Dover‟s fishing industry is also 

commemorated by:  

 A "Fishermen's Memorial". The memorial is dedicated to the 
commercial fishermen who lost their lives on Lake Erie. According to an 

interview respondent, the memorial brings together the community for an annual event called the 
“blessing of the nets”.

32
  

 Port Dover fishing tugs. The fish tugs are well-known icons of the Port Dover area.   

Another respondent commented that more could be done to further local developments and infrastructure 
by building new fishing boats, exploring innovation with green motorizing and collaborating on research 
initiatives with institutions such as the University of Guelph and the Canadian Fisheries Research 
Network.  

Support of Social Contributions and Community Involvement   

Various social contributions have been generated through the commercial fishing and fish processing 
industries‟ activities in the regions in which they operate. According to MNP‟s interview findings, 
contributions are being made in this regard through donations to fish hatcheries and fisherman‟s 
associations, volunteerism in the community and support of the Annual Fish Fry. One organization gives 
fish at a discount in support of the Fish Fry. This enables the event organizers to raise more money from 
the event.  

 

 
                                            
29

 http://www.oceanwise.ca/ 
30

 http://www.glfc.org/sealamp/ 
31

 http://www.portdovermuseum.ca/ 
32

 http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM5H7V_Fishermens_Memorial_Port_Dover_Ontario 

 
 
MNP‟s interview 
findings suggest that 
the commercial fishing 
and fish processing 
industries have 
contributed to an 
increased appreciation 
for healthy living 
through healthy food 
choices for residents 
(e.g. the „Buy Local‟ 
movement). According 
to an interview 
respondent, his 
community supports 
this movement and his 
organization‟s fish was 
featured on the Marilyn 
Denis Show, a daily 
entertainment and 
lifestyle talk show, for 
organic cooking. 
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6. APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A – DATA SOURCES 
This appendix lists the key data sources that MNP consulted throughout our analyses. Supplementary 
references are included in the footnotes throughout the report.  

SECONDARY RESEARCH 

Secondary Research Sources 

 Ontario Commercial Fisheries‟ Association, http://www.ocfa.ca/ 

 Statistics Canada, http://www.statcan.gc.ca/ 

 Industry Canada, http://www.ic.gc.ca 

 Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, https://www.ontario.ca/ministry-natural-resources-
forestry 

 Fisheries and Oceans, http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/index-eng.htm 

 Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/index.html 

PRIMARY RESEARCH 

MNP conducted an online survey of OCFA members. The survey population included 6 fish processors 
and 27 commercial fishermen. In addition, MNP conducted three telephone interviews with government 
and industry representatives. The table below summarizes the interviewee profile. 

Telephone Interviewee Profile 

 Toby Barrett, Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) of Haldimand-Norfolk 

 Randy Hope, Mayor of Chatham-Kent 

 George Purvis, President of Purvis Fisheries 

 

 

  

http://www.ocfa.ca/
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/
http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/fi-if.nsf/eng/h_fb01336.html
http://www.ic.gc.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/ministry-natural-resources-forestry
https://www.ontario.ca/ministry-natural-resources-forestry
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/index-eng.htm
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/index.html


  
 

 

 
 

ONTARIO’S COMMERCIAL FISHING AND FISH PROCESSING INDUSTRIES: ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY 

18 

 

APPENDIX B – GLOSSARY OF 
ECONOMIC TERMS  
Term Definition 

Direct 
Impacts 

 Direct impacts are the economic impacts of an industry that are due to changes to 
front end businesses that receive expenses or operating revenue as a direct 
consequence of an industry. Direct impacts are related to original purchases or 
“direct sales” from primary suppliers. 

o Example: In the case of commercial fishing, direct impacts are related to the 
spending that fishermen make when purchasing goods and services from their 
suppliers, for example, purchasing equipment and fuel. Commercial fishermen’s 
spending also supports a certain number of jobs and generates a share of the 
personal income of the employees of these primary suppliers. 

Indirect 
Impacts 

 Indirect impacts are due to changes in the activity of an industry‟s suppliers. Indirect 
impacts include the spending that agri-business companies‟ suppliers make when 
purchasing goods and services from their own suppliers (i.e. secondary suppliers) 
in order to meet the demand generated by the industry. 

o Example: When commercial fishermen spend money on fishing equipment, 
fishing equipment manufacturers in turn purchase inputs such as motor parts to 
meet commercial fishermen’s demand. This spending by fishing equipment 
manufacturers reflects the indirect impacts of commercial fishermen’s spending 
on equipment. Ontario commercial fishermen’s spending also supports a certain 
number of jobs and generates a share of the personal income of the employees 
of these secondary suppliers. 

Induced 
Impacts  

 Induced impacts are due to shifts in spending on goods and services as a 
consequence of the payroll of the directly and indirectly affected businesses. In 
the case of commercial fishing, induced impacts reflect the additional spending by 
the employees of the commercial fishermen, fishing equipment manufacturers‟ 
suppliers (primary suppliers) and their suppliers‟ suppliers (secondary suppliers).  

o Example: Additional wages received by commercial fishermen’s employees, 
fishing equipment manufacturers’ employees and motor parts manufacturers’ 
employees “induce” spending. These employees in turn make consumer 
purchases that are considered induced impacts. 

FTE  FTE means full-time equivalent employee. 

GDP  GDP is the “value added” to the economy (the unduplicated total value of goods and 
services). 

Government 
Tax Revenue 

 Government tax revenue is the total amount of tax revenue generated for different 
levels of government, including municipal, provincial and federal taxes. 

Output  Output is the total gross value of all business revenue. This is the broadest measure 
of economic activity.  
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APPENDIX C – ECONOMIC 
IMPACT APPROACH AND 
ASSUMPTIONS  
APPROACH  

Economic impact studies are conducted for a variety of purposes and are directed to a number of 
audiences. The following diagram illustrates some possible audiences for an economic impact study, 
together with issues that may be of concern to each audience. 

 
 

In general, economic impacts are viewed as being restricted to quantitative, well-established measures of 
economic activity. The most commonly used of these measures are output, GDP, government tax 
revenue and employment: 

 Output – the total gross value of all business revenue. This is the broadest measure of economic 
activity. 

 GDP – the “value added” to the economy (the unduplicated total value of goods and services).  

 Government Tax Revenue – the total amount of tax revenues generated for different levels of 
government. 

 Employment – the number of additional jobs created. 

MNP estimated quantitative economic impacts of Ontario‟s and Lake‟s commercial fishing and fish 
processing industries using an input-output model with Statistics Canada multipliers. Input-output models 
are based on statistical information about the flow of goods and services among various industries. We 
applied the model and the relevant multipliers to the revenue generated by Ontario‟s and Lake‟s 
commercial fishing and fish processing industries to estimate direct, indirect and induced impacts: 

 Direct impacts are due to changes to front end businesses that receive expenses or operating 
revenue as a direct consequence of an industry.  

 Indirect impacts are due to changes in the activity of suppliers.  

 Induced impacts are due to shifts in spending on goods and services as a consequence of the 
payroll of the directly and indirectly affected businesses. 

For more detailed definitions of direct, indirect and induced impact, please see the glossary in Appendix 
B of this report.  

• Importance of the sector; impact of 
changes in policy 

Senior Government 

• Importance of the sector to local 
economy; linkages to other sectors

Local Government 

•Awareness of the social and 
economic contributions of the sector 

General Public 

• Industry monitoring, reporting and 
forecasting 

Sector Members

•Social contributions to communities Community Groups 
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DETAILED APPROACH  

Estimating Ontario’s and Lake Erie’s Fish Processing Total Revenues 

Statistics Canada does not publish revenues for Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish processing industry. The 
agency only publishes aggregated industry revenues for Ontario‟s seafood product preparation and 
packaging industry (NAICS 3117) as a whole. Ontario‟s seafood product preparation and packaging 
industry group comprises establishments engaged in the processing of seafood species other than fish. 

For the purposes of this study, MNP needed to estimate the revenues of processors that process fish 
harvested from Ontario and Lake Erie to report on the impacts that Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish 
processing industry generates in the provincial economy. 

MNP thus extrapolated Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish processing industry‟s revenues using data from 
MNP‟s survey of OCFA members and Ontario‟s and Lake Erie‟s fish landing values. MNP‟s process and 
related assumptions are described below: 

 Through MNP‟s survey of OCFA members, MNP gathered operational revenues and landing 
purchases from five processors located within Ontario Lakes. These five fish processors have total 
revenues of $70,415,870 and account for 51.2 percent of all landing purchases within Ontario

33
. 

Assuming that their share of landing purchases is equivalent to their share of revenues, total 
revenues of fish processors in Ontario are $137,289,667 (i.e. $70,415,870 / 51.2 percent = 
$137,289,667).  

Based on the above extrapolation, the total revenues for Ontario‟s fish processing industry are 
estimated to be $137,289,667.

34
 

 Through MNP‟s survey of OCFA members, MNP gathered operational revenues and landing 
purchases from five fish processors located within Lake Erie. These five fish processors have total 
revenues of $70,415,870 and account for 63.95 percent of all landing purchases within Lake Erie

35
. 

Assuming that their share of landing purchases is equivalent to their share of revenues, total 
revenues of fish processors in Lake Erie are $110,110,821 (i.e. $70,415,870 / 63.95 percent = 
$110,110,821). 

Based on the above extrapolation, the total revenues for Lake Erie‟s fish processing industry are 
estimated to be $110,110,821.

 
 

  

 
                                            
33 

Total Ontario fish landings in 2013 were $32,272,236. 
34

 Please note that the approach used to estimate this value may differ from the approach used in the economic 
impact study completed in 2004. The previous study included total revenues of establishments primarily involved in 
fish processing activities and may have included revenues generated through other business lines. MNP‟s estimates 
include only revenues associated with the processing of fish harvested from Ontario and Lake Erie. 
35 

Total Lake Erie fish landings in 2013 were $25,881,499. 
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APPENDIX D – ABOUT MNP 
MNP is one of the leading chartered accountancy and business advisory firm in Canada. Founded in 
1945, MNP has grown from a single office in Manitoba to more than 75 offices and 3,000 team members 
across Canada. MNP is a member of Praxity AISBL, a global alliance of independent firms, which 
enables us to access a broad range of industry specific expertise worldwide. 

 
 

At MNP, our professionals are the driving force behind our success. They continue to demonstrate our 
culture and values which is integral to the way we conduct business, both internally and externally. As 
such, MNP is proud to be recognized for the third year in a row as one of the 50 Best Employers in 
Canada by Maclean‟s magazine. 

MNP provides a wide range of accounting, finance and business advisory services to clients. These 
include:  

 Assurance  Taxation 

 Corporate Finance  Mergers and Acquisitions 

 Enterprise Risk Services  Forensic Accounting 

 Consulting  Insolvency and Corporate Recovery 

 Succession   Valuations and Litigation Support 

 
 


